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Grammar Tenses

PAST (ed)

An action that ended in the past.

PRESENT

An action that exists always, usually, or habitually.

FUTURE (will)

A plan for a future action.

| | | am going to
YOU YOU STUDY YOU
WE WE WE are going to
THEY STUDIED YESTERDAY THEY REGULARLY THE — WILL — STUDY | TOMORROW
HE HE HE
SHE SHE STUDIES SHE | is going to
IT IT IT
An action which was in progress at a specific time,

when another action happened, or while another

action was happening. An action in progress NOW. An action that WILL BE in progress in the future.

| WAS | AM |
YOU at 10pm last night YOU YOU
WE |WERE WE ARE WE
THEY STUDYING | when you called THEY STUDYING NOW THEY| WILL | BE| STUDYING | TOMORROW
HE HE HE
SHE | WAS while you were gone SHE IS SHE
IT IT IT

An action that WAS completed BEFORE
another action or time in the past.

An action that happened BEFORE NOW at an
UNSPECIFIED TIME in the past.

An action that WILL BE completed BEFORE
another action or time in the future.

| |

YOU JusT wWHEN| YOU

WE WE

THEY| HAD STUDIE THEY| ARRIVE
HE HE

SHE ALREADY| BrE| SHE

IT IT

|

YOU
WE
THEY

HAVE

STUDIED

HE
SHE
IT

HAS

| |

YOU WHEN [ YOU | ARRIVE
WE WE

THEY| wiLL [ HAVE | STUDIE THE

HE HE

SHE BYE | SHE | ARRIVES
IT IT

Expresses the DURATION of an action that WAS in
progress before another action or time in the past.

Expresses the DURATION of an action that
began in the past and continues to the present.

Expresses the DURATION of an action that WILL BE
in progress before another action or time in the future.

| | |
YOU for 2 hours YOU for two days YOU for 12 hours
WE (duration) WE HAV (duration) WE (duration)
THEY| HAD | BEEN | STUDYING THEY BEEN | STUDYING THEY| wILL | HAVE | BEEN | STUDYING
HE since 8pm HE since Monday HE since 10am
SHE (specific time) SHE HAS (specific time) SHE (specific time)
IT IT IT
If this HAPPENS... then this RESULTS If ;(:Itshg?ftzlrzys then this WILL RESULT
IF | I | IF| | |

YOU STUDY YOU LEARN YOU sTupy | YOU

WE WE WE WE

THEY THEY THE THEY | WILL | LEARN

HE HE LEARNS HE HE

SHE STUDIES | SHE SHE | sTubiES| SHE

IT IT IT IT

If this HAD HAPPENED this WOULD HAVE

in the past RESULTED
IF|1 |
YOU YOU
WE WE
THEY| HA | sTupiEp| THE [wouLp | HAvE| LEARNE
HE HE
SHE SHE

If this HAPPENED

this WOULD BE the
present or future result

IF| 1
You
WE
THE | sTupIED
HE
SHE

YOU
WE
THEY
HE
SHE
IT

WOULD LEARN




